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comprehension, so that individual reading books from
various series can he introduced.

Parallel with this development there will be the need
to acquaint pupils with other consonant combinations such
as -nk, -ng, -ar and with common consonant and vowel
digraphs such as wh and ee.

Here, too, familiarity with phonic families may come
through nursery rhymes or through puzzles. All practice
will be short and incidental, never detracting from the
main objective of encouraging and allowing pupils to read
continuous material from appropriate books.

SUPPLEMENTARY RE/VDING MATERIAL

Considerable use may now be made of graded supple-
mentary reading books to give further practice for children
who have progressed well with the class textbooks in use.
A stimulus to the reading of simple supplementary books
is to allow pupils to keep a record on prepared cards of the
books read. As at this stage reading comprehension should
be developed and tested, it is useful to have very simple
exercises based on the supplementary texts in order to
direct the reading and, at the same time, to check the
results of the reading, much of which will be done in groups
to other pupils. With more advanced children a consider-
able amount of reading will be done silently, and here
again it is advisable to motivate it and to provide ingenious
methods of testing.1

1 See Backwardness in the Basic Subjects t pp, 24$ to 276,
ways of motivating and testing silent reading. A useful suihmary 6i
reading devices is to be found in Reading Aids through the Grades^
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, Nte^
York City. See pp. 38 to 30 and pp. 43 to 50 for exercises designed tc
aid and test comprehension.